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Mill River Watershed 
25 square miles
17 miles long
5 Municipalities

Cheshire
Hamden
North Haven
Wallingford
New Haven
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I believe everyone is familiar with a portion of this river, but people are not always clear on what a watershed is: A watershed is the area of land that contributes runoff to a lake, river, stream, wetland, estuary, or bay. In this case all the land that drains to the Mill River and ultimately New Haven Harbor and Long Island Sound.

 The Mill river is approximately 25 sq miles and includes the municipalities of Cheshire, Hamden, North Haven, Wallingford and New Haven

The Watershed begins below Wallingford rd in Cheshire at Fresh Meadows and flows through Sleeping Giant state park and Lake Whitney; continuing through the City of New Haven into New Haven Harbor.



Land Use 

Source: DEEP Mill River Watershed Summary
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The Mill River Watershed is primarily composed of urban and residential land uses and includes several large agricultural areas. It also includes several Land Trust properties, Sleeping Giant State Park, East Rock Park, The New Haven Country Club and the Lake Whitney Water Supply area. 



Water Quality
Mill River (12 miles)

• Aquatic life and 
recreation 
impairment

• Elevated bacteria
Shepards Brook

• Elevated bacteria
Sources

• Stormwater
• Illicit discharges
• CSOs
• Septic systems
• Wildlife/pets
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The Mill River includes several stream segments with identified impairments for recreation or aquatic life; beginning at Williamsburg drive in Cheshire, through sleeping giant state park to the inlet of Lake Whitney. And Shepard's brook, which has also been identified as impaired with elevated bacteria

Both the Mill river and Shepard's Brook have been included in DEEP’s  the state wide bacteria TMDL

Causes of impairments may be from multiple sources. The most likely culprits will be identified as part of this plan.



• Identify existing water quality 
issues

• Consolidate previous and 
ongoing efforts under one plan

• Engage watershed municipalities 
and the public

• Prioritize water bodies and 
projects to improve and protect 
water quality

• Ultimately de-list impaired waters 
– improve water quality

Watershed Plan Objectives
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The purpose of developing a watershed based plan is to ultimately delist impaired water segments and improve existing water quality. A watershed based plan not only helps to identify potential sources of NPS pollutants, but identifies projects to minimize the impacts of run off and prioritize projects in the watershed

Having a watershed based plan in place that incorporates the EPAs 9 element planning process can also help in securing funding for implementation projects

It is important to note the purpose of the plan is to reduce NON POINT SOURCE POLLUTION or STORMWATER/RUNNOFF



Watershed Planning – EPA Nine Elements
1. Impairment
2. Load Reduction
3. Management Measures 
4. Technical & Financial Assistance
5. Public Information & Education
6. Schedule
7. Milestones
8. Performance Criteria
9. Monitoring

“Watershed Based Plan”
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Through out this project references will be made to the EPAs 9 element process and this is what it is. 

Basically the EPA has established this criteria one of requirements for plans approved under CWA section 319 funding, which is how this plan is being funded. Save the sound has been Awarded “319 funding” by the DEEP to develop a watershed based plan for the Mill River.



Project Schedule
1. Project Coordination 

• Kickoff Meeting March 1 2018

• Steering Committee Meetings April 2018 & June 2018

• Public Meeting September 2018

2. Existing Info. Review & Evaluation February – March 2018

3. LID & Green Infrastructure Assessment April - June 2018

4. Watershed Based Plan Development June – August 2018

Final Plan and Celebration Fall 2018
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The plan will be developed over the next 6 months with help from a steering committee and input from all stakeholders.
Is what we are doing here today. Starting the planning process and forming a steering committee.
Will be conducted over the next month and will consist of review existing materials, looking at the watershed as a whole and begin the development of a pollution load model by Fuss & O’Neil.
At the conclusion of this task we will hold the next steering to review the existing conditions and collect any additional information
Anticipated the beginning of April will be a summary  of the watershed and a steering committee meeting 
Will look at projects and recommendations to address the major sources of NPS pollution in the watershed and will focus on Watershed-wide, Targeted & Site-specific projects and will include the next steering committee meeting close to the end if June
4. Will take all the information and tie it together in a comprehensive watershed based plan. The plan will include watershed
Goals, Objectives, Actions
Plan Recommendations at a variety of Scales and Location: Watershed-wide
Targeted; Site-specific.  Priority: Short-term (1-2 years), Mid-term (2-4 years) &
Long-term (5-10 years).
A final celebration will be held with a completed plan & will hopefully launch the next phase of implementation.





1. Small Group Discussion
• What is important in the watershed
• What do you want to see in the plan
• What information is available
• Anyone else who should be here

2. What’s Next?
• Next Steering Committee meeting
• Formation of a coalition 
• Watershed questionnaire

Kick Off Meeting
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The kick off meeting focused on providing an overview of the watershed and the planning process and asked the participants how the river was important to them and asked for help identifying who should be involved and what information is available.

The discussions at the kick off meeting centered around a few central themes: the need for better access to the river and more recreational opportunities, which in turn will build interest in protecting the river; opportunities for education and outreach so watershed residents know what’s going on; and reduce stormwater and CSO inputs.

These items will all be part of the plan and be used to help garner support for implementation projects in the watershed. 



For Questions or Additional Information contact

ndavis@savethesound.org
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